Endothelial dysfunction in rheumatoid arthritis: influence of HLA-DRB1 alleles.
Cardiovascular disease is the commonest cause of premature mortality in rheumatoid arthritis (RA) patients. Vascular endothelial injury is the primary event in atherosclerosis. It has been associated with endothelial dysfunction. We have recently observed that actively treated RA patients had endothelial dysfunction. HLA-DRB1 shared epitope alleles, in particular HLA-DRB1*0404, seem to be implicated in the development of endothelial dysfunction. These results underline the influence of genetic factors in the risk of atherosclerosis in RA patients.